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ABSTRACT

Since the outbreak of violence and persecution against Rohingyas in 2017 they have been fleeing
Myanmar and taking refuge in Bangladesh. A significant number of them are married to a Bangladeshi
citizen and their children are entitled to Ea.nghdi:shi citizenship by descent. However, these Rul'ling}ra
children are not being registered as Bangladeshi citizen. As a result, a significant number of Rohingya
children have become stateless. As Bangladesh is not a party to the statelessness conventions state-
lessness of these Rohingya children cannot be legally addressed under these conventions. This article
explores the citizenship rights of these Rohingya children outside of these conventions. It argues that,
although Bangladesh is not a party to the statelessness conventions it is a party to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child {CRC) and other international human rightj treaties under which it is obliged
to grant citizenship status to the Rohingya children born to a Bangladeshi parent.

1. INTRODUCTION

Rohingyas have faced decades of systematic statelessness in Myanmar due to mass denial of
their citizenship. Since the breaking of violence and persecution against them in August 2017
they have been fleeing Myanmar at a staggering rate with their families and many of those fam-

ilies have children. About 900,000 Rohingya refugees have travelled to Bangladesh and more
than 40% of these refugees are children.” It is estimated that out of these children, nearly 10%
were born to a Bangladeshi parent.? In other words, these 10% of children (about 36,000) have

at least one Bangladeshi parent. The citizenship law of Bangladeshi entitles children of whom

" Lecturer in Law, L'lepul'rnent of Law and Crim.innlngy. I.-ll.'ryn] H-n]]nnm_.- University of London, Eg]um. Surrey TW20 BEX,
United Kingdom. E-mail: Mohammad_ sabuj@rholacuk. The research was funded by the British Academy Small Research Grant
{Grant Number SRG 2021/210946 ). The author i grateful to the Co-1 Dr Semen Behrman.

! Human R:ishh Watch, B::n;gh.dc—sh. I.-ll:!h.ing].:. R.chg::: Stranded at Sea, available at ﬂhﬂp«:.","m.l-mvms."
news/2020/04 /25 (bangladesh-rohingya-refugees-stranded-sea > accesmed 30 November 2020.

' Rahman Masic Uddin, Net Rohingya, Bt Royangya: Stateless People im the Crisis of Existence { Mordhonno Press 2017) 79; see
aleo UNHCE, Universal Periodic Reviesw: 3ed C:ﬂ:]z. Wrth Session (’Ch:tub:r II:IE?_:I available at < ]'ru'ps:."_-"m.r\ed:wnridurp"
pdhid /5b081ec94.pdf> accessed 20 November 2020.

i The Aothor{x) 2024. Published I:r:.r Onbord University Press.

This is an (pen Access articke distributed under the terms of the Creative Commions Attribution License ( hittps://
creativecammons.org, licenses by 4.0/ }, which permits uncestricted rense, distribution, and reproduction in any medium,
pravided the original work i properly cited.

20z ey L0 uo 1s8nB AQ DBEE DL | LOSELILY |/SHISIMELS/L00 dNo DILISPEIE, SOy WOl PAPECIUMO(]



